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From Rev. F. G. Ellerton	Tardebigge
June 5,1924
my dear john,
... This is indeed a blow! Yes, it is the same lady.1 My
theory is that it is a Practical Joke, the author being prob-
ably Cyril Alington, who will play it on all his relations
and friends. If indeed it is a genuine thing, on the other
hand, then I can only deplore the lady's want of true
perception. I had hoped that she had an eye for the hidden
wells of English undefiled so that she recognized Hippo-
crene even when hidden in the lush leafage of Spectator
" middles ". But that she should slake her thirst at the
Public Drinking Fountain duly canalized and run through
pipes and at the disposal of the general herd on every—
well—on some, bookstalls, and several lending libraries
—this, I repeat, is a blow. But I expect it was Cyril.
To Samuel Loofcr	June 7, 1924
4
... I am casting about for a subject for a book, but
unlike you and several of my friends I always feel every
subject has fetal objections to it: either already done, or
beyond my doing.
. , , Your words " charm and grace " are exactly the
right words for George Wyndham, whom I knew feirly
well. He was tremendously alive and enjoyed all kinds
of life, books, hunting, politics, etc. And he had a real
sense of literature and loved it. He told me once he laid
the foundations of his knowledge of French poetry one
summer when he was kept in London all through August
and September on duty as an officer'of the Guards, and
having no friends in London and not much work to do
i The collector o£ specimens of English prose, see p. 2471 she had also"
applied to f . C. B.

